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Why Your Will May Be
Hazardous To Your
Children’s Well Being

“Y E Getting it Right in Case Things Go Wrong
- - by Jeffrey L. Crown

Lawyer-ese may not tell your trustee what
you really mean.

Do you know what the language in your will means? If you
have a will or trust agreement, take a look at it. Is it clear to you
exactly how your assets will be administered? Does it express your
individual intentions? Most legal documents are drafted in lawyer-
ese. Ours are written in language that you can understand. Plain
English drafting often requires more words than lawyer-ese but
you can easily see the difference.

EXAMPLE: Lawyer language. This is a very typical

trust provision for children: The trustees shall pay or
apply to or for the bene t of any of such children and
descendants, and to the exclusion of them, so much of

the net income and principal of the trust property as the
trustees in their discretion deem advisable for the health,
support, maintenance and education of any such children and
descendants.

Plain English drafting: My trustee may, at any time,
distribute assets to one or more of my children. My trustee
may refrain from making distributions. My trustee may
distribute the assets that he, in his absolute discretion,
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